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INTRODUCTION: 



This project corresponds with the travel and lectures I participated in as a recipient 
of a Fulbright-Hays Award during the summer of 1998. As a result of the 
Fulbright-Hays Award, I have developed a Holocaust unit in which students will 
utilize poems, diary excerpts, and a short novel written by victims and survivors of 
the Holocaust. To conclude the unit, students will also examine various profiles 
about rescuers. Additional documentaries and films may also be utilized as 
available, [e.g. Night and Fog or Schindler's List] 

I intend to implement this unit into my World Cultures class. The World Cultures 
course is required for all 10th grade students at North HUls High School. The class 
meets for 80 minutes a day during one semester. A typical problem for most 
instructors of World Cultures is the abundance of information to cover in a limited 
amount of time and this project adds to this problem. My solution is to substitute 
some of the time spent on the World Wars for time to be spent on the Holocaust. I 
have found that my students are entering into class with a strong working 
knowledge of World War I and World War II from their 9th grade American 
History course. Consequently, I will have my students work on World War II 
independently, through a series of review questions that will focus on the major 
facets of the war as covered in their textbook. During the class periods, normally 
reserved for World War II, I will introduce and work on materials about the 
Holocaust. The material that is new to the students will be covered in class while 
the out-of-class work will be mostly review. 



OBJECTIVES: 

The main objectives are as follows: 

• Define the term Holocaust and how it applies to World War II. 

• Identify the reasoning behind the Nazi goal to eliminate "inferior races." 

• Identify the means by which the Nazis carried out their goal. 

• Determine how several individuals reacted to the Holocaust and how the 
world reacted. 

• Examine the conflicts arising between Hitler and the Jewish people of Europe 
in a specific culhiral sphere, Europe between 1933-1945 (majority versus 
minority group). 

• Understand how a government can use concepts such as culture, ethnicity, 
race, diversity, and nationality as weapons to persecute, murder, and 
aimihilate people. 

• Read and comprehend various types of literature and poetry from the 
Holocaust. 

• Recognize the deeds of heroism demonstrated by children, teenagers, and 
adults in ghettos and concentration camps. 
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• Study how people living under Nazi control used art as a form of resistance 
(art including poetry, diaries, sketches, etc.). 



A secondary goal is to compare the fate of Jews in Hvmgary and Poland diiring 
World War II by studying the lives of a men, women, and children from both 
Hungary and Poland. In studying both men and women, children and teenagers, I 
hope to present a broad balance of how the Holocaust affected the complete family 
unit and society. By using specific illustrations from Himgary and Poland, I can 
utilize my travel by showing students pictures of what remains of the ghettos and 
concentration camps. 




TEACHING STRATEGIES: 

The following is a broad sketch of how I intend to teach about the Holocaust to high 
school students. I have broken the unit down into five main phases. After 
reviewing these materials, if you do not think that you could use the entire unit, 
because of the class time required, I invite you to pick out a phase that fits for your 
class and curriculum. I strongly encourage you to use phases two (2) and four (4) 
though. The second (2) phase will provide students the intellectual foundation for 
the defining and comprehending the Holocaust. The fourth (4) phase utilizes a 
novel written by Elie Wiesel, a survivor of Auschwitz. Night is a phenomenal 
story of the human spirit triumphing over the forces of evU. 



Phase 1 

Introduce unit by having each student read a different poem written by a child in 
the Terezin Camp. Through a class discussion, identify the various attributes about 
camp life that the authors try to convey to the reader through the poetry. The class 
will also create a list of conditions, emotions, desires, and fate (or expected future) 
from the poetiy. 



The poems I have chosen to use are collected from the Terezin (Theresienstadt) 
ghetto located outside Prague, Czech Republic. A total of 15,000 children vmder the 
age of fifteen passed through the Terezin Concentration Camp between 1942-1944; 
less than 100 survived. (I Have Not Seen a Butterfly Around Here. 11) 

There are many sources available for Holocaust poetry. I have chosen to use the 
Terezin collection for several reasons. The Terezin collection of poetry is easily 
available and well known. 




Terezin was considered a model camp and was used to show foreigners how 
prisoners and Jews were being treated dvuing the war. It became a stop for prisoners 
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before they were sent to Auschwitz. Over 15,000 children went through the Terezin 
camp. (Volavkova, 102) Only 100 came back. These children used art and poetry to 
escape the harsh realities of camp life. 

I also had the opportunity to visit the camp during the summer of 1998. I have 
some documents and picttires of the camp to use in class. 

Citation for sources: 

I Have Not Seen a Butterfly Around Here: Children's Drawings and Poems From 
Terezin. Prague: The Jewish Museum, 1993. 

Volavkova, Hana (ed.) ... I Never Saw Another Butterfly. . . New York: Schocken 
Books, 1993. 

Estimated class time : 

1 class period 



Phase 2 

For the second phase, students wdl be working from Learning About the Holocaust: 
A Resotirce Booklet for Students. As a class we will need to work through the 
information contained in this pamphlet. This can done in many ways, depending 
upon personal teaching style and audience. I will use a combination of lectures, 
discussions, study guides, and films to highlight the material. 

I have included a copy of the Learning About the Holocaust: A Resource Booklet for 
Students in Appendix B for your convenience. 

Citation for source: 

Learning About the Holocaust: A Resource Booklet for Students. Washington, D.C.: 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, 1993. 

Estimated class time : 

3 class periods 



Phase 3 

For the next phase of the unit, students will be reading a diary excerpt. In an out of 
class assignment, that can be done while we are working in the second phase 
Learning About the Holocaust, students wiU be reading a brief diary excerpt. From 
these diaries, students wiU be able to see what daily life was like in the camps, in the 
ghettos, or in hiding. Using Laurel Holliday's Children in the Holocaust and World 
War II: Their Secret Diaries, students will read an assigned diary excerpt. In small 



groups of three (3) students each, the group will review the diary and discuss the 
reading with the group. (Group sizes will be dependent upon class size, but I would 
like to see groups of 3 students working on the same diary excerpt.) 

Suggested selections are listed below by author, country, and age. The first five 
selections, listed below, are 6-14 pages in length which might be a good choice for 
lower-level readers. Selections six through nine are at least 20 pages in length. I 
particularly enjoyed the short reading by The Unknown Brother and Sister of Lodz 
Ghetto and the excerpt written by Mary Berg. The Berg excerpt is quite fascinating in 
that Mary is an American who survives the Warsaw Ghetto. She is able to smuggle 
the diary out when she is released in a prisoner exchange. The brief selection is full 
of details about life in the ghetto. 

1. Ephraim Shtenkler, Poland, 11 years old, 

2. Janina Heshele, Poland, 12 years old 

3. Dawid Rubinowicz, Poland, 12 years old 

4. Sarah Fishkin, Poland, 17 years old 

5. The Unknown Brother and Sister of Lodz Ghetto, unknown age and 12 years 
old 

6. Janine Phillips, Poland, 10 years old 

7. Eva Heyman, Hungary, 13 years old 

8. Mary Berg, Poland, 15 years old, 

9. Hannah Senesh, Hungary and Israel, 17 years old 

Again I have included a copies of two diary selections in Appendbc C and D. 
Appendbc C is the seven page except from The Unknown Brother and Sister of T .ndy 
Ghetto. This diary is brief, but powerful. It is easy to read and requires little prior 
knowledge about the Holocaust. An excerpt from Mary Berg's diary is also found in 
Appendix D. 

Citation for source: 

Holliday, Laurel. Children in the Holocaust and World War TL Their Secret Diaries. 
New York: Washington Square Press, 1995. 

Estimated class time : 

2 class periods 



Phase 4 

Students will be reading the novel. Night, by Elie Wiesel. I use the novel. Night. 
by Elie Wiesel, because of the central theme of the autobiography never to forget. 
As a survivor of the concentration camps, Wiesel is determined to document his 
past and to keep alive the memories which turned a civilized society into a 
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systematic killing mechanism. 



As a social studies teacher, it is my goal to prepare yoimg people to be educated, 
active citizens. The Holocaust left an indelible mark on everyone who lived 
through it, the politicians, the generals, the soldiers, and the world. By reading Elie 
Wiesel s Might, the students will get a powerful and moving account of one 
teenager s experience in the concentration camps. Also, the themes of prejudice, 
racism, and extreme nationalism are fotmd throughout history and in the 
Holocaust. If students were to have the opportunity to read Ni ght, perhaps they will 
regain their ability to understand those who are different and invoke compassion 
for others not like oneself. 



Elie Wiesel, the recipient of the 1986 Nobel Peace Prize, is a remarkable man, known 
for his perseverance, strength, and dignity. Wiesel is active today in encouraging 
people around the world to be more tolerant of others through his sponsorship of a 
national scholarship for high school students. 

Night, by Elie Wiesel^ is a wonderful learning tool for students because the student 
is transported into the mind and life of an average family living in Eastern Europe 
during World War II. World War II dramatically changed Europe and the globe as 
new technologies were used in the name of war on men, women, and children 
without discrimination. The story is compelling, compassionate, vivid, and 
he^tbreaking. I love to use Wiesel's story in a classroom setting because it is 
written in a style that is enjoyable for students to read, filled with information, but 
unforgettable. 



Citation for source: 

Wiesel, Elie. Ni ght. New York: Bantam Books, 1960. 

Estimated class time : 

4-6 class periods 



Phase 5 

To complete this unit on the Holocaust and to bring bring some closure for this 
dramatic unit, the students wiU be reading a 3-5 page profile on a rescuer. I hope 
that this profile will help address the students' questions such as "How could this 
have happened?" and "Why didn't anyone try to stop the Holocaust?" 

Listed below are the names of ten(lO) Polish and Hungarian rescuers profiled in the 
book R escuers: Portraits of Moral Courage in the Holocaust . In order to maximize 
the efforts of the class and to learn about more than one rescuer, students will work 
in small groups of 2-3 people, the same groups that were used for the diary excerpts. 
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Students will read the profile individually, work with their group to compile 
information about the specific profile, and share the information in a class 
discussion. The profiles vary in length, but they run usually 3-6 pages. 

The profile on Jan Karski is my personal favorite. The accoimt given by Jan Karski 
is wonderful. It is filled with daunting acts of heroism, daring escapes, and painful 
memories. Mr. Karski currently lives in the U.S. and teaches at Georgetown 
University. I have included a copy of his profile in Appendix F. I have also 
included the profile of Gustav Mikulai's , Appendix G, because I think some 
students will relate well to his sense of humor. A final profile is included on Alex 
and Mela Roslan. I felt it was important to include the Roslan profile because it 
includes the discussion about the boys who were saved by the Roslan's. The Roslan 
profile also highlights the conflicts that arose after the war when some people are 
able to emigrate to Israel and others are not able. 

1. Zofia Baniecka 

2. Gertruda Babilinska 

3. Jan Karski 

4. Agnieszka Budna-Widerschal 

5. Stefnia Podgorska Burzminski 

6. Alex and Mela Roslan 

7. Irene Gut Opdyke 

8. Stefan Raczynski 

9. Malka Csizmadia 

10. Gustav Mikulai 



Citation for source: 

Block, Gay and Malka Drucker. Rescuers: Portraits of Moral Courage in the 
Holocaust . New York: Holmes & Meier Publishers, Inc., 1992. 

Estimated class time : 

1-2 class periods 




MATERIALS: 

These sources are the fotmdation for the unit. It is essential that every students has 
his/her own copy of the following: 

1- Learning About the Holocaust: A Resource Booklet for Students. 
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, 1993. 

2. Wiesel, Elie. Ni ght. New York: Bantam Books, 1960. 

I have included a copy of Learning About the Holocaust: A Resource Booklet for 
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Students in Appendix B so it can be copied at minimal cost. I intend to use this 
pamphlet in place of my textbook to for the authoritative source on the Holocaust. 

Elie Wiesel's Night is foimd in most bookstores and runs under five dollars for the 
soft back. So if you are limited in time, I encourage you to use these two sources. 

The other sources that I will be utilizing should be on file in the library or with the 
instructor so students can pick up a read a short selection. It would be wonderful to 
have classroom copies available, but I realize that financial restrictions are a factor. 
The more copies available, the more access students will have to the materials. 

Block, Gay and Malka Drucker. Rescuers: Portraits of Moral Courage in the 
Holocaust. New York: Holmes & Meier Publishers, Inc., 1992. 

Holliday, Laurel. Children in the Holocaust and World War II: Their Secret Diaries. 

New York: Washington Square Press, 1995. 

I_ Have_Not Seen a Butterfl y Around Here: Children's Drawings and Poems From 
Terezin. Prague: The Jewish Museum, 1993. 

Volavkova, Hana (ed.) ... I Never Saw Another Butterfly. . . New York: Schocken 
Books, 1993. Washington Square Press, 1995. 



I also suggest that you contact the Holocaust Memorial Museum for sources such as: 

• Learning About the Holocaust: A Resource Booklet for Students. 

Washington, D.C.: U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, 1993. 

* Teaching About the Holoc a ust: A Resource Book for Educators . Washington, 
D.C.: U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, 1993. 

Resources Center for Educators 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum 
100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20024-2126 



Telephone: (202) 488-2661 

Fax: (202) 314-7888 fax 

e-mail: education@ushmm.org 

web site: <http:/ / www.ushmm.org/> 
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QUESTIONS; 

Listed below is a series of questions that can be used to further student study on this 
subject. Depending upon time constraints, students could study a particular aspect 
of the Holocaust aroxmd each of these questions. 

• What spiritual resistance is evident in the materials read? 

• What moral choices, or absence of choices, were confronted by the young and 
old in the readings? 

• Why did the Nazis' censor the fine arts and literature during this period? 

• To what extent was the Jewish culture able to survive and maintain its 
traditions and institutions following the Holocaust? 

• Identify other examples of discriminative public policy. 

• Identify U.N. and/ or U.S. Government efforts to develop and adopt human 
rights bills. 

• Reflect upon the moral and ethical implications of the Holocaust as a 
watershed event in world history. 

• Examine the close ties between science and technology and government 
policy. Identify examples of a nation utilizing its scientific expertise to the 
detriment of mankind. 




EVALUATION: 

Evaluating student imderstanding on this unit will include writing samples, testing 
assessment, student feedback, interest generated, and class and community 
discussions. 

Integrating pieces of literature into historical context is a personal objective I have 
for my classes. I would like to "turn on" students to history through the human 
experiences of history where there are heroes and villains, royalty and peasants, 
good and evil, and life and death. I hope that through these primary and secondary 
sources, students develop a better imderstanding of the Holocaust and what it 
meant to live through this period. 
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States 
HOLOCAUST Memorial Museum 



Dear Student: 

Thank you for requesting "Learning about the Holocaust: A Resource 
Booklet for Students." This packet contains three historical readings, a 
chronology, and a bibliography to assist you with further research. If you 
requested information about a specific Holocaust-related topic, additional 
materials have been enclosed with this packet. 

Other research tools are available on the Museum s website 
<http://www.ushmm.org/>, including the databases of the Museum’s 
Library, Archives, and Photo Archives. 



L' ve can be of further assistance, please contact us in one of the following 

UaVS: 



U.S. Mail Address: Resource Center for Educators 

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum 
100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW 
Washington, DC 20024-2126 



Fa.x: 



(202) 314-7888 



Telephone Hotline: (202)488-2661 



E-Mail: 



education(^ushmm.org 



Sincerely, 




Resource Center Staff 
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A Project of the United Suites Holocaust Memorial Council 

too Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW Washington, DC 20024-2150, Telephone (202) 488-0400, Fax (202) 488-2690 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

The brief answers offered here are only meant as an introduction to the complex history 
of the Holocaust. Scholars have spent years writing and researching about these 
questions. 

1. What was the Holocaust? 

The Holocaust was the state-sponsored, systematic persecution and annihilation of 
European Jewry by Nazi Germany and its collaborators between 1933 and 1945. Jews 
were the primary victims — si.x million were murdered; Gypsies, the handicapped, and 
Poles were also targeted for destruction or decimation for racial, ethnic, or national 
reasons. Millions more, including homose.xuals, Jehovah s Witnesses, Soviet prisoners ot 
war. and political dissidents, also suffered grievous oppression and death under Nazi 
tyranny. 

2. Who were the Nazis? 

"Nazi" is a short term for the National Socialist German Workers Party, a right-wing 
political party formed in 1919 primarily by unemployed German veterans of World War 
I. Adolf Hitler became head of the party in 1921, and under his leadership the party 
eventually became a powerful political force in German elections by the early 1930s. The 
Nazi party ideology was strongly anti-Communist, antisemitic, racist, nationalistic, 
imperialistic, and militaristic. 

In 1933, the Nazi Party assumed power in Germany, and Adolf Hitler was appointed 
Chancellor. He ended German democracy and severely restricted basic rights such as 
freedom of speech, press, and assembly. He established a brutal dictatorship through a 
reign of terror. This created an atmosphere of fear, distrust, and suspicion in which people 
betrayed their neighbors and which helped the Nazis to obtain the acquiescence of social 
institutions such as the civil service, the educational system, churches, the judiciary, 
industry, business, and other professions. 

3. Why did the Nazis want to kill large numbers of innocent people? 

The Nazis believed that Germans were ’’racially superior" and that there was a struggle 
for survival between them and "inferior races." Jews, Roma and Sinti (Gypsies), and the 
handicapped were seen as a serious biological threat to the punty of the German (Aryan) 
Race" and therefore had to be "exterminated." The Nazis blamed the Jews for Germany’s 
defeat in World War I, for its economic problems, and for the spread of Communist 
parties throughout Europe. Slavic peoples (Poles, Russians, and others) were also 
considered "inferior" and destined to serve as slave labor for their German masters. 
Communists, socialists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, homosexuals, and Freemasons were 
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persecuted, imprisoned, and often killed on political and behavioral (rather than racial) 
grounds. Sometimes the distinction was not very clear. Millions of Soviet prisoners of 
war perished from starvation, disease, and forced labor or were killed for racial or 
political reasons. 

4. How did the Nazis carry out their policy of genocide? 

In the late 1930s the Nazis killed thousands of handicapped Germans by lethal injection 
and poi<!onous gas. After the German invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941, mobile 
killing units following in the wake of the German Army began shooting massive numbers 
of Jews and Gypsies in open fields and ravines on the outskirts of conquered cities and 
towns. Eventually the Nazis created a more secluded and organized method of killing 
enormous numbers of civilians - six extermination centers were established in occupied 
Poland, where large-scale murder by gas and body disposal through cremation were 
conducted systematically. Victims were deported to these centers from German-occupied 
western Europe and from the ghettos in eastern Europe that the Nazis had established. In 
addition, millions died in the ghettos and concentration camps as a result of forced labor, 
starvation, exposure, brutality, disease, and execution. 

5. How did the world respond to the Holocaust? 

The United States and Great Britain as well as other nations outside Nazi Europe received 
numerous press reports in the 1930s about the persecution of Jews. By 1942 the 
governments of the United States and Great Britain had confirmed reports about "the final 
solution" - Germany's intent to kill all the Jews of Europe. However, influenced by 
antisemitism and fear of a massive influx of refugees, neither country modified their 
refugee policies. Their stated intention to defeat Germany militarily took precedence over 
rescue efforts, and therefore no specific attempts to stop or slow the genocide were made 
until mounting pressure eventually forced the United States to undertake limited rescue 
efforts in 1944. 

In Europe, rampant antisemitism incited citizens of many German-occupied countries to 
collaborate with the Nazis in their genocidal policies. There were, however, individuals 
and groups in every occupied nation who, at great personal risk, helped hide those 
targeted by the Nazis. One nation, Denmark, saved most of its Jews in a nighttime rescue 
operation in 1943 in which Jews were ferried in fishing boats to safety in neutral Sweden, 
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The Holocaust: 

A Historical Summary 



The Holocaust was the state-sponsored, systematic persecution and annihilation of 
European Jewry by Nazi Germany and its collaborators between 1933 and 1945. Jews 
were the primary victims - six million were murdered; Gypsies, the handicapped, and 
Pole*: were also targeted for destruction or decimation for racial, ethnic, or national 
reasons. Millions more, including homosexuals. Jehovah's Witnesses. Soviet prisoners of 
war. and political dissidents, also suffered grievous oppression and death under Nazi 
tyranny. 

The concentration camp is most closely associated with the Holocaust and remains an 
enduring symbol of the Nazi regime. The first camps opened soon after the Nazis took 
power in January 1933; they continued as a basic part of Nazi rule until May 8, 1945, 
when the war, and the Nazi regime, ended. The events of the Holocaust occurred in two 
main phases: 1933-1939 and 1939-1945. 

I. 1933-1939 

On January 30, 1933, Adolf Hitler was named Chancellor, the most powerful position in 
the German government, by the aged President Hindenburg, who hoped Hitler could lead 
the nation out of its grave political and economic crisis. Hitler was the leader of the right- 
wing National Socialist German Workers Party (called the Nazi Party for short), it was, 
by 1933, one of the strongest parties in Germany, even though - reflecting the country's 
multiparty system — the Nazis had only won a plurality of j j percent of the votes in the 
1932 elections to the German parliament {Reichstag). 

Once in power. Hitler moved quickly to end German democracy. He convinced his 
cabinet to invoke emergency clauses of the Constitution that permitted the suspension of 
individual freedoms of press, speech, and assembly. Special security forces — the Special 
State Police (the Gestapo), the Storm Troopers (SA), and the Security Police (SS) - 
murdered or arrested leaders of opposition political parties (Communists, socialists, and 
liberals). The Enabling Act of March 23, 1933, forced through a Reichstag already 
purged of many political opponents, gave dictatorial powers to Hitler. 

Also in 1933, the Nazis began to put into practice their racial ideology. Echoing ideas 
popular in Germany as well as most other western nations well before the 1930s, the 
Nazis believed that the Germans were "racially superior" and that there was a struggle for 
survival between them and "inferior races. " They saw Jews. Roma (Gypsies), and the 
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handicapped as a serious biological threat to the purity ot the German (Aryan ) Race, 
what they called the "master race." 

Jews, who numbered nearly 600.000 in Germany (less than one percent of the total 
population in 1933), were the principal target of Nazi hatred. The Nazis mistakenly 
identified Jews as a race and defined this race as "inferior." They also spewed hate- 
mongering propaganda that unfairly blamed Jews for Germany’s economic depression 
and the country's defeat in World War I (1914-1918). 

In 1933. new German laws forced Jews to quit their civil service jobs, university and law 
court positions, and other areas of public life. In April 1933. a boycott of Jewish 
businesses was instituted. In 1935. laws proclaimed at Nuremberg made Jews second- 
class citizens. These "Nuremberg Laws" defined Jews not by their religion or by how 
they wanted to identify themselves but by the religious affiliation of their grandparents. 

Between 1937 and 1939. new anti-Jewish regulations segregated Jews further and made 
daily life very difficult for them: Jews could not attend public schools, go to theaters, 
cinemas, or v'acation resorts, or reside, or even walk, in certain sections of German cities. 

Also between 1937 and 1939, Jews were forced from Germany’s economic life: the Nazis 
either seized Jewish businesses and properties outright or forced Jews to sell them at 
bargain prices. In November 1938. this economic attack against German and Austrian^ 

Jews changed into the physical destruction of synagogues and Jewish-owned stores, the / 

arrest of Jewish men, the destruction of homes, and the murder of individuals. This 
centrally organized riot (pogrom) became known as Kristallnacht (the "Night of Broken 
Glass"). 

.Although Jews were the main target of Nazi hatred, the Nazis persecuted other groups 
they viewed as racially or genetically ’’inferior." Nazi racial ideology was buttressed by 
scientists who advocated "selective breeding" (eugenics) to "improve" the human race. 

Laws passed between 1933 and 1935 aimed to reduce the future number of genetic 
"inferiors" through involuntary sterilization programs: about 500 children of mixed 
(.African-German) racial backgrounds'" and 320.000 to 350.000 individuals Judged 
physically or mentally handicapped were subjected to surgical or radiation procedures so 
they could not have children. Supporters of sterilization also argued that the handicapped 



' The term "Aryan" originally referred to peoples speaking Indo-European languages. The Nazis perverted 
its meaning to support racist ideas by viewing those of Germanic background as prime examples of Aryan 
stock, which they considered racially superior. For the Nazis, the typical Aryan was blond, blue-eyed, and 
tall. 

-On March 11, 1938. Hitler sent his army into Austria, and on March 13 the incorporation (zlwic/i/uii) of 
Austria with the German empire {Reich) was proclaimed in Vienna. Most of the population welcomed the 
Anschluss and expressed their fervor in widespread riots and attacks against the Austrian Jews numbering 
180.000 (90 percent of whom lived in Vienna). 

‘ These children, called "the Rhineland bastards" by Germans, were the offspring of German women and 
African soldiers from French colonies who were stationed in the 1920s in the Rhineland, a demilitarized 
zone the Allies established after World War I as a buffer between Germany and western Europe. 
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burdened the community with the costs of their care. Many of Germany's 30.000 Gypsies 
were also eventually sterilized and prohibited, along with Blacks, from mtermarrymg 
with Germans. Reflecting traditional prejudices, new laws combined traditional 
prejudices with the new racism of the Nazis which defined Gypsies, by race, as 
"criminal and asocial." 



Another consequence of Hitler's ruthless dictatorship in the 19j0s was the arrest of 
political opponents and trade unionists and others the Nazis labeled "undesirables and 
"enemies of the state." Some five- to fifteen thousand homosexuals were imprisoned in 
concentration camps; under the 1935 Nazi -revised criminal code, the mere denunciation 
of a man as "homosexual" could result in arrest, trial, and conviction. Jehovah's 
Witnesses, who numbered 20.000 in Germany, were banned as an organization as early as 
April 1933 since the beliefs of this religious group prohibited them from swearing any 
oath to the state or serving in the German military. Their literature was confiscated, and 
they lost jobs, unemployment benefits, pensions, and all social welfare benefits. Many 
Witnesses vvere sent to prisons and concentration camps in Nazi Germany, and their 
children were sent to juvenile detention homes and orphanages. 



Between 1933 and 1936. thousands of people, mostly political prisoners and Jehovah s 
Witnesses, were imprisoned in concentration camps, while several thousand German 
Gypsies were confined in special municipal camps. The first systematic round-ups of 
German and Austrian Jews occurred after Kristallnacht, when approximately 30,000 
Jewish men were deported to Dachau and other concentration camps and several hundred 
Jewish women were sent to local jails. At the end of 1938, the waves of arrests also 
included several thousand German and Austrian Gypsies. Between 1933 and 1939, about 
half the German Jewish population and more than two-thirds of Austrian Jews (1938-39) 
tied Nazi persecution. They emigrated mainly to Palestine, the United States, Latin 
America. Shanghai (which required no visa for entry), and eastern and western Europe 
(where many would be caught again in the Nazi net during the war). Jews who remained 
under Nazi rule were either unwilling to uproot themselves or unable to obtain visas, 
sponsors in host countries, or funds for emigration. Most foreign countries, including the 
United States. Canada. Britain, and France, were unwilling to admit very large numbers 

of refugees. 



II. 1939-1945 

On September 1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland and World War II began. Within days, 
the Polish army was defeated, and the Nazis began their campaign to destroy Polish 
culture and enslave the Polish people, whom they viewed as "subhuman." Killing Polish 
leaders was the first step; German soldiers carried out massacres of university professors, 
artists, writers, politicians, and many Catholic priests. To create new living space for the 
"superior Germanic race." large segments of the Polish population were resettled, and 
German families moved into the emptied lands. Thousands of other Poles, including 
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Jews, were imprisoned in concentration camps. The Nazis also "kidnapped" as many as 
50,000 "Aryan-looking" Polish children from their parents and took them to Germany to 
be adopted by German families. Many of these children were later rejected as not capable 
of Germanization and sent to special children's camps, where some died of starvation, 
lethal injection, and disease. 

As the war began in 1939, Hitler initialed an order to kill institutionalized, handicapped 
patients deemed "incurable." Special commissions of physicians reviewed questionnaires 
filled out by all state hospitals and then decided if a patient should be killed. The doomed 
were then transferred to six institutions in Germany and Austria, where specially 
constructed gas chambers were used to kill them. After public protests in 1941, the Nazi 
leadership continued this euphemistically termed "euthanasia" program in secret. Babies, 
small children, and other victims were thereafter killed by lethal injection and pills and by 
forced starvation. 

The "euthanasia" program contained all the elements later required for mass murder of 
European Jews and Gypsies in Nazi death camps: an articulated decision to kill, specially 
trained personnel, the apparatus for killing by gas. and the use of euphemistic language 
like "euthanasia" that psychologically distanced the murderers from their victims and hid 
the criminal character of the killings from the public. 

In 1940 German forces continued their conquest of much of Europe, easily defeating 
Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, and France. On June 22, 

1941, the German army invaded the Soviet Union and by September was approaching 
Moscow. In the meantime. Italy, Romania, and Hungary had joined the Axis powers led 
by Germany and opposed by the Allied Pow'ers (British Commonwealth, Free France, the 
United States, and the Soviet Union). 

In the months following Germany's invasion of the Soviet Union, Jews, political leaders. 
Communists, and many Gypsies were killed in mass e.xecutions. The overwhelming 
majority of those killed were Jews. These murders were carried out at improvised sites 
throughout the Soviet Union by members of mobile killing squads {Einsatzgruppen) who 
followed in the wake of the invading German army. The most famous of these sites was 
Babi Yar, near Kiev, where an estimated 33,000 persons, mostly Jews, were murdered. 
German terror extended to institutionalized handicapped and psychiatric patients in the 
Soviet Union; it also resulted in the mass murder of more than three million Soviet 
prisoners of war. 

World War II brought major changes to the concentration camp system. Large numbers 
of new prisoners, deported from all German-occupied countries, now flooded the camps. 
Often entire groups were committed to the camps, such as members of underground 
resistance organizations who were rounded up in a sweep across western Europe under 
the 1941 "Night and Fog" decree. To accommodate the massive increase in the number of 
prisoners, hundreds of new camps were established in occupied territories of eastern and 
western Europe. 
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During the war, ghettos, transit camps, and forced labor camps, in addition to the 
concentration camps, were created by the Germans and their collaborators to imprison 
Jews, Gypsies, and other victims of racial and ethnic hatred as well as political opponents 
and resistance fighters. Following the invasion of Poland, three million Polish Jews were 
forced into approximately 400 newly established ghettos, where they were segregated 
from the rest of the population. Large numbers of Jews were also deported from other 
cities and countries, including Germany, to ghettos in Poland and German-occupied 
territories further east. 

In Polish cities under Nazi occupation, like Warsaw and Lodz. Jews were confined in 
sealed ghettos where starvation, overcrowding, exposure to cold, and contagious diseases 
killed tens of thousands of people. In Warsaw and elsewhere, ghettoized Jews made ever> 
effort, often at great risk, to maintain their cultural, communal, and religious lives. The 
ghettos also provided a forced labor pool for the Germans, and many forced laborers 
(who worked on road gangs, in construction, or other hard labor related to the German 
war effort) died from exhaustion or maltreatment. 

Between 1942 and 1944, the Germans moved to eliminate the ghettos in occupied Poland 
and elsewhere, deporting ghetto residents to "extennination camps" - killing centers 
equipped with gassing facilities — located in Poland. After the meeting of senior German 
government officials in late January 1942 at a villa in the Berlin suburb of Wannsee, the 
decision to implement "the final solution of the Jewish question" became formal state 
policy, and Jews from western Europe were also sent to killing centers in the East. 

The six killing sites, chosen because of their closeness to rail lines and their location in 
semi-rural areas, were at Belzec, Sobibor, Treblinka, Chelmno, Majdanek, and 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. Chelmno was the first camp in which mass executions were carried 
out by gas, piped into mobile gas vans; 320.000 persons were killed there between 
December 1941 and March 1943 and between June to July 1944. A killing center using 
gas vans and later gas chambers operated at Belzec. where more than 600,000 persons 
were killed between May 1942 and August 1943. Sobibor opened in May 1942^and 
closed one day after a rebellion of the prisoners on October 14, 1943; up to 200,000 
persons were killed by gassing. Treblinka opened in July 1942 and closed in November 
1943; a revolt by the prisoners in early August 1943 destroyed much of the facility. At 
least 750,000 persons were killed at Treblinka. physically the largest of the killing 
centers. Almost all of the victims at Chelmno. Belzec. Sobibor, and Treblinka were Jews; 
a few were Gypsies. Very few individuals survived these four killing centers, where most 
victims were murdered immediately after arrival. 

Auschwitz-Birkenau, which also serv ed as a concentration camp and slave labor camp, 
became the killing center where the largest numbers of European Jews and Gypsies were 
killed. After an experimental gassing there in September 1941 of 250 malnourished and 
ill Polish prisoners and 600 Russian POWs. mass murder became a daily routine; more 
than 1 .25 million people were killed at Auschw itz-Birkenau, 9 out of 1 0 of them Jews. In 
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addition. Gypsies, Soviet POWs. and ill prisoners of all nationalities died in the gas 
chambers. Between May 14 and July 8. 1944. 437.402 Hungarian Jews were deported to 
Auschwitz in 48 trains. This was probably the largest single mass deportation during the 
Holocaust. A similar system was implemented at Majdanek. which also doubled as a 
concentration camp and where at least 275.000 persons were killed in the gas chambers or 
died from malnutrition, brutality, and disease. 

The methods of murder were the same in all the killing centers, which were operated by 
the SS. The victims arrived in railroad freight cars and passenger trains, mostly from 
ghettos and camps in occupied Poland, but also from almost every other eastern and 
western European country. On arrival, men were separated from women and children. 
Prisoners were forced to undress and hand over all valuables. They were then driven 
naked into the gas chambers, which were disguised as shower rooms, and either carbon 
monoxide or Zyklon B (a form of crystalline prussic acid, also used as an insecticide in 
some camps) was used to asphyxiate them. The minority selected for forced labor were, 
after initial quarantine, vulnerable to malnutrition, exposure, epidemics, medical 
experiments, and brutality; many perished as a result. 

The Germans carried out their systematic murderous activities with the active help of 
local collaborators in many countries and the acquiescence or indifference of millions of 
bystanders. However, there were instances of organized resistance. For example, in the 
fall of 1943. the Danish resistance, with the support of the local population, rescued 
nearly the entire Jewish community in Denmark from the threat of deportation to the east 
by smuggling them via a dramatic boatlift to safety in neutral Sweden. Individuals in 
many other countries also risked their lives to save Jews and other individuals subject to 
Nazi persecution. One of the most famous was Raoul Wallenberg, a Swedish diplomat 
who led the rescue effort that saved the lives of tens of thousands of Hungarian Jews in 
1944. 

Resistance mo\ ements existed in almost every concentration camp and ghetto of Europe. 
In addition to the armed revolts at Sobibor and Treblinka. Jewish resistance in the 
Warsaw ghetto led to a courageous uprising in April-May 1943, despite a predictable 
doomed outcome because of superior German force. In general, rescue or aid to 
Holocaust victims was not a priority of resistance organizations whose principal goal was 
to fight the war against the Germans. Nonetheless, such groups and Jewish partisans 
(resistance fighters) sometimes cooperated with each other to save Jews. On April 19, 
1943. for instance, members of the National Committee for the Defense of Jews, in 
cooperation with Christian railroad workers and the general underground in Belgium, 
attacked a train leaving the Belgian transit camp of Malines headed for Auschwitz and 
succeeded in assisting several hundred Jewish deportees to escape. 

After the war turned against Germany and the Allied armies approached German soil in 
late 1944. the SS decided to evacuate outlying concentration camps. The Germans tried to 
cover up the evidence of genocide and deported prisoners to camps inside Germany to 
prevent their liberation. Many inmates died during the long journeys on foot known as 
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"death marches." During the final days, in the spring of 1945, conditions in the remaining 
concentration camps exacted a terrible toll in human lives. Even concentration camps 
never intended for extermination, such as Bergen-Belsen, became death traps tor 
thousands, including Anne Frank, who died there of typhus in March 1945. 

In May 1945. Nazi Germany collapsed, the SS guards fled, and the camps ceased to exist 
as extermination, forced labor, or concentration camps. Some of the concentration camps, 
including Bergen-Belsen, Dachau, and Landsberg, all in Allied-occupied Germany, were 
turned into camps for displaced persons (DPs), which included former Holocaust victims 

unable to be repatriated. 

The Nazi legacy was a vast empire of murder, pillage, and exploitation that had affected 
every countrv of occupied Europe. The toll in lives was enormous. The ftill magnitude, 
and the moral and ethical implications, of this tragic era are only now beginning to be 
understood more fully. 
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Children and the Holocaust 



Up to one-and-a-half million children were murdered by the Nazis and their collaborators 
between 1933 and 1945. The overwhelming majority of them were Jewish. Thousands of 
Roma (Gypsy) children, disabled children, and Polish children were also among the 
victims. 

The deaths of these children were not accidental: they were the deliberate result of actions 
taken by the German government under the leadership of Chancellor Adolf Hitler. The 
children were killed in various ways. Many were shot; many more were asphyxiated with 
poisonous gas in concentration camps or subjected to lethal injections. Others perished 
from disease, starvation, exposure, torture, and/or severe physical exhaustion from slave 
labor. Still others died as a result of medical experiments conducted on them by German 
doctors in the camps. 

During the Holocaust, children - ranging in age from infants to older teens - were, like 
their parents, persecuted and killed not for anything they had done. Rather. Hitler and the 
Nazi government believed that so-called "Aryan" Germans were a superior race. The 
Nazis labeled other people they considered inferior as "non-Aryans." People belonging to 
non-Aryan groups, including children, were targeted by the Nazis for elimination from 
German society. The Nazis killed children to create a biologically pure society. 

Even children who fit the Aryan stereotype suffered at the hands of the Nazis during 
World War II. Non-Jewish children in occupied countries whose physical appearance fit 
the Nazi notion of a "master race" (fair skin, blond-haired, blue-eyed) were at times 
kidnapped from their homes and taken to Germany to be adopted by German families. As 
many as 50.000 Polish children alone may have been separated from their families in this 
manner. Some of these children were later rejected and sent to special children's camps 
where they died of starvation or as a result of the terrible living conditions within the 
camps. Others were killed by lethal injections at the concentration camps of Majdanek 
and .Auschwitz. 

The experiences of children who were victims of Nazi hatred varied widely. Factors such 
as age, gender, family wealth, and where a child lived affected their experiences under 
German domination. Generally, babies and younger children deported to ghettos and 
camps had almost no chance of surviving. Children in their teens, or younger children 
who looked more mature than their years, had a better chance of survival since they might 
be selected for slave labor rather than for death. Some teens participated in resistance 
activities as well. 

Children who were victims of the Holocaust came from all over Europe. They had 
different languages, customs, and religious beliefs. Some came from wealthy families; 
others from poor homes. Many ended their schooling early to work in a craft or trade; 
others looked forward to continuing their education at the university level. Still, whatever 
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their differences, they shared one commonality: by the 19j0s, with the rise of the Nazis to 
power in Germany, they all became potential victims and their lives were forever 
changed. 

Nazi Germany, 1933-39 

Soon after the Nazis gained power in Germany, Jewish children found life increasingly 
difficult. Due to legislation prohibiting Jews from engaging in various professions, their 
pare.'its lost jobs and businesses. As a result, many families were left with little money. 
Jewish children were not allowed to participate in sports and social activities with their 
"Aryan” classmates and neighbors. They could not go to museums, movies, public 
playgrounds, or even swimming pools. Even when they were permitted to go to school, 
teachers often treated them with scorn and encouraged their humiliation by other 
students. Frequently. Jewish students were subject to being taunted and teased, picked 
upon and beaten up. Eventually, Jewish and Gypsy children were expelled from German 
schools. 

Gypsy children, like Jewish children, faced many hardships in Nazi Germany. Along with 
their parents, they were rounded up and forced to live behind barbed wire in special 
municipal internment camps under police guard. Beginning in 1938, Gypsy teenagers 
were arrested and sent to concentration camps. 

Murder Under Cover of War 

With the outbreak of World War II in September 1939, life became much harder for 
children all over Europe. European children of all backgrounds suffered because of the 
war, experiencing displacement, inadequate diets, the absence of fathers and brothers, 
loss of family members, trauma, and confusion. However, only certain groups of children 
were singled out for "extinction." 

Wartime, Hitler suggested, "was the best time for the elimination of the incurttbly ill." 
Among the first victims of the Nazis were disabled persons, and children were not 
exempt. Many Germans, influenced by Nazi ideas, did not want to be reminded of 
individuals who did not measure up to their idealized concept of a "master race." The 
physically and mentally handicapped were viewed by the Nazis as unproductive to 
society, a threat to Aryan genetic purity, and ultimately unworthy of life. Beginning 
almost simultaneously with the start of World War II, a "euthanasia" program was 
authorized personally by Adolf Hitler to systematically murder disabled Germans. Like 
disabled adults, children with disabilities were either injected with lethal drugs or 
asphyxiated by inhaling carbon monoxide fumes pumped into sealed mobile vans and gas 
chambers. Medical doctors cooperated in these so-called "mercy killings" in six 
institutions, and secretly at other centers, in Germany. Though some were Jewish, most of 
the children murdered in this fashion were non-Jewish Germans. 
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With the onset of war. Jewish children in Germany suffered increasing deprivations, Nazi 
government officials confiscated many items of value from Jewish homes, including 
radios, telephones, cameras, and cars. Even more importantly, food rations were curtailed 
for Jews as were clothing ration cards. Jewish children telt more and more isolated. 
Similarly, as Germany conquered various European countries in their w-ar effort - from 
Poland and parts of the Soviet Union in the east, to Denmark. Norway. Belgium. France, 
and the Netherlands in the west - more and more Jewish children came under German 
control and. with their parents, experienced persecution, forced separations, and very 

often, murder. 

Throughout eastern Europe, Jewish families were forced to give up their homes and 
relocate into ghettos - restricted areas set up by the Nazis as "Jewish residential districts. 
Most of the ghettos were located in German-occupied Poland; most were established in 
the poorer, more dilapidated sections of towns and cities, Ghettos were fenced in. 
typically with barbed wire or brick walls. Entry and exit were by permit or pass only; like 
a prison, armed guards stood at gates. Families inside the ghettos lived under horrid 
conditions. Typically, many families would be crowded into a few rooms where there 
was little if any heat, food, or privacy. It was difficult to keep clean. Many people in the 
ghettos perished from malnutrition, starvation, exposure, and epidemics. Typhus, a 
contagious disease spread by body lice, was common, as was typhoid, spread through 
contaminated drinking water. 

Some children managed to escape deportation to ghettos by going into hiding with their 
families or by hiding alone, aided by non-Jewish friends and neighbors. Children in 
hiding often took on a secret life, sometimes remaining in one room for months or even 
years? Some hid in woodpiles, attics, or bams; others were locked in cupboards or 
concealed closets, coming out infrequently and only at night. Boys had it more difficult, 
because they vvere circumcised and could therefore be identified. 

Children vvere often forced to live lives independent of their families. Many children who 
found refuge with others outside the ghettos had to assume new identities and conform to 
local religious customs that were different from their own in order to survive. Some 
Jewish children managed to pass as Catholics and were hidden in Catholic schools, 
orphanages, and convents in countries across Europe. 

Everyday, children became orphaned and many had to take care of even younger 
children. In the ghettos of Warsaw and other cities, many orphans lived on the streets, 
begging for bread and food from others in the ghetto who likewise had little or none to 
spare. Exposed to severe weather, frostbite, disease, and starvation, these children did not 
survive for long. Many froze to death. 

In order to survive, children had to be resourceful and make themselves useful. In Lodz, 
healthy children could survive by working. Small children in the largest ghetto in 
occupied Poland. Warsaw, sometimes helped smuggle food to their families and friends 
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by crawling through narrow openings in the ghetto wall. They did so at considerable risk, 
as smugglers who were caught were severely punished. 

Deportation to Concentration Camps 

The Nazis started emptying the ghettos in 1942 and deporting the victims to 
concentration camps. Children were often the target of special round-ups for deportation 
to the camps. The victims were told they were being resettled in the "East." The journey 
to the camps was difficult for everyone. Jammed into rail czus until there was no room for 
anyone to move, young children were often thrown on top of other people. Suffocating 
heat in the summer and freezing cold in the winter made the deportation Journey even 
more brutal. During the trip, which often lasted several days, there was no food except for 
what people managed to bring along. There were also no water or bathroom facilities and 
parents were powerless to defend their children. 

Two concentration camps (Auschwitz-Birkenau and Majdanek) and four other camps 
(Chelmno. Sobibor. Belzec, and Treblinka) functioned as "killing centers." All were 
located near railroad lines in occupied Poland, and poison gas - either carbon monoxide 
or Zyklon B - was the primary weapon of murder. At Chelmno, Sobibor, Belzec, and 
Treblinka. nearly everyone was killed soon after arrival. At Auschwitz and Majdanek, 
individuals were "selected" to live or to die. Stronger, healthier people - including many 
teenagers - were often selected for slave labor, forced to work eleven-hour shifts with 
minimum provisions for clothing, food, and shelter. Some.vyho survived the camp 
"selection" process were used for medical experiments by German physicians. 

The great majority of people deported to killing centers did not survive. For those who 
did survive the selection process, children and adults alike, life in the camps presented 
new challenges, humiliations, and deprivations. One became a prisoner: clothing and all 
possessions were removed. Hair was shaved off. Ill-fitting prison uniforms were 
distributed. One's name was replaced with a number often tattooed on the arm. Many 
people scarcely recognized their own family members after they had been processed in 
the camps. 

Camp "inmates" were crowded into barracks fitted with wooden bunk beds stacked three 
or four on top of each other, and several people had to fit per level on the plank beds that 
had neither mattresses nor blankets. Lice were everywhere and contributed to the spread 
of disease, which was an ever-present enemy. Standing in roll calls for extended periods 
in all kinds of weather and working long hours took its toll on everyone. Daily rations of 
food consisted of a small piece of bread and coffee or soup. As a result of these brutal 
living conditions, many people died. Few lasted more than a month or two. Even among 
those that survived, one's vulnerability to "selection" had not ended at the point of arrival 
The sick, the feeble, and those too exhausted to work were periodically identified and 
selected for gassing. 
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Liberation 



Near the end of the war in 1945. the German concentration camps were liberated by 
Allied soldiers. By this time, many of the children who had entered camps as teenagers 
were now young adults. For most, the food and gestures of kindness offered by liberating 
soldiers were the links to life itself. Children who had survived in hiding now searched 
the camps try'ing to locate family members who might also have survived. Returning to 
hometowns.'they had hopes that a former neighbor might know of other survivors. 

It was rare for an entire family to survive the Holocaust. One or both parents were likely 
to have been killed; brothers and sisters had been lost; grandparents were dead. 

Anticipated reunions with family members gave surviving children some hope, but for 
many, the terrible reality was that they were now alone. Many found themselves sole 
survivors of once large extended families. few were eventually able to locate missing 
family members. 

Life as it had been before the Holocaust was forever altered. Though some individual 
survivors attempted to return to their former places of residence, Jewish and Gypsy 
communities no longer existed in most of Europe. Family homes had, in many instances, 
been taken over by others; personal possessions had been plundered. Because returning to 
one's home in hopes of reclaiming what had been lost was fraught with extreme danger, 
many young survivors eventually ended up instead in children's centers or displaced 
persons camps. 

The future was as uncertain as the present was unstable. Many young people had had 
their schooling interrupted and could not easily resume their studies. Merely surviving 
took precedence over other concerns. Owning nothing and belonging nowhere, many 
children left Europe and, with assistance provided by immigrant aid societies or 
sponsorship from relatives abroad, they emigrated, usually to the United States, South 
Africa, and/or Palestine which, after 1948, became the State of Israel. There, in these 
newly adopted countries, they slowly developed new lives. ^ 
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Chronology 



January 30. 1 933 

Adolf Hitler is appointed Chancellor of Germany. 

February 28. 1 933 j r j r 

German government takes away freedom of speech, assembly, press, and freedom from 

invasion of privacy (mail, telephone, telegraph) and from house search without warrant. 
March 4. 1933 

Franklin D. Roosevelt is inaugurated President of the United States. 



.March 20. 1933 

First concentration camp opens at Dachau. Germany, for political opponents of the 
regime. 

.April 1. 1933 . 

Nationwide boycott of Jewish-owned businesses in Germany is carried out under Nazi 

leadership. 

April 7, 1933 

Law excludes "non-Aryans" from government employment; Jewish civil servants, 
including university professors and schoolteachers, are fired in Germany. 

May 10. 1 933 . 

Books written by Jews, political opponents of Nazis, and many others are burned during 

huge public rallies across Germany. 

July 14. 1933 , „ ^ 

Law passed in Germany permitting the forced sterilization of Gypsies, the mentally and 

physically disabled. African-Germans. and others considered "inferior" or "unfit." 
October 1934 

First major wave of arrests of homosexuals occurs throughout Germany, continuing into 
November. 



April 1935 

Jehovah's Witnesses are banned from all civil service jobs and are arrested throughout 
Germany. 

September 15. 1935 

Citizenship and racial laws are announced at Nazi party rally in Nuremberg. 



Prepared for distribution by the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. [ 7 

48 BFSTCOPY AVAILABLE 



March /. 1936 

Hitler's army invades the Rhineland. 

July 12. 1936 

First German Gypsies are arrested and deported to Dachau concentration camp. 

August 1-16. 1936 

Olympic Games take place in Berlin. Anti-Jewish signs are removed until the Games are 
over. 

March 13. 1938 

Austria is annexed by Germany. 

July 6-15. 1938 

Representatives from thirty-two countries meet at Evian, France, to discuss refugee 
policies. Most of the countries refuse to let in more Jewish refugees. 

November 9-10. 1938 

Nazis bum synagogues and loot Jewish homes and businesses in nationwide pogroms 
called Kristallnacht ("Night of Broken Glass"). Nearly 30,000 German and Austrian 
Jewish men are deported to concentration camps. Many Jewish women are jailed. 

November 15, 1938 

All Jewish children are expelled from public schools. Segregated Jewish schools are 
created. 

December 2-3. 1938 

All Gypsies in the Reich are required to register with the police. 

March 15. 1939 

German troops invade Czechoslovakia. 

June 1939 

Cuba and the United States refuse to accept Jewish refugees aboard the ship 5.5. St. 
Louis, which is forced to return to Europe. 

September 1. 1939 

Germany invades Poland; World War II begins. 

October 1939 

Hitler extends power of doctors to kill institutionalized mentally and physically disabled 
persons in the "euthanasia" program. 
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Germany invades and defeats Denmark, Norway, Belgium, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, and France. 

October 1940 

Warsaw ghetto is established. 



March 22. 1941 

Gypsy and African-German children are 



expelled from public schools in the Reich. 



March 24. 1941 

Germany invades North Africa. 



Aprils. 1941 

Germany invades Yugoslavia and Greece. 



June 2 1941 

German army invades the Soviet Union. The Einsatzgruppen, mobile killing squads, 
begin mass murders of Jews, Gypsies, and Communist leaders. 

September 23. 1941 . vr • c u u»rc ot 

Soviet prisoners of war and Polish prisoners are killed in Nazi test of gas chambers at 

Auschwitz in occupied Poland. 

September 28-29. 1941 n , ■ v 

Nearly 34.000 Jews are murdered by mobile killing squads at Babi Yar, near Mev 

(Ukraine). 

October-November 1941 

First group of German and Austrian Jews are deported to ghettos in eastern Europe. 

December 1941 
Japan attacks Pearl Harbor. 

Decembers. 1941 • .n i ^ 

Gassing operations begin at Chelmno "extermination" camp m occupied Poland. 



December 11. 1941 

Germany declares war on the United States. 

January 20. 1942 ,. j- u 

Fifteen Nazi and government leaders meet at Wannsee. a section of Berlin, to discuss the 

"final solution to the Jewish question." 
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Nazi "extermination" camps located in occupied Poland at Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

Treblinka, Sobibor. Belzec. and Majdanek-Lublin begin mass murder of Jews in gas 
chambers. 

June I. 1942 

Jews in France and the Netherlands are required to wear identifying stars. 

April 19-May 16. 1943 

Jews in the W'arsaw ghetto resist with arms the Germans’ attempt to deport them to the 
Nazi extermination camps. 

.August 2. 1943 

Inmates revolt at Treblinka. 

Fall 1943 

Danes use boats to smuggle most of the nation's Jews to neutral Sweden. 

October 14. 1943 

Inmates at Sobibor begin armed revolt. 

January 1 944 I 

President Roosevelt sets up the War Refugee Board at the urging of Treasury Secretary 

Herrry Morgenthau. Jr. 

.Uarcb 19. 1944 
Germany occupies Hungary. 

.\'(ay 15-July 9. 1944 

Over 430.000 Hungarian Jews are deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau, where most of them 
are gassed. _ 

June 6. 1944 

Allied powers invade western Europe on D-Day. 

July 20. 1944 

German officers fail in an attempt to assassinate Hitler. 

July 23. 1944 

Soviet troops arrive at Majdanek concentration camp. 

.August 2. 1944 " 

Nazis destroy the Gypsy camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau; around 3,000 Gypsies are gassed. 
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i October 7. 1944 

' Prisoners at Auschwitz-Birkenau revolt and blow up one crematorium. 

_ . kmuary 17, 1 945 

I Nazis evacuate Auschwitz; prisoners begin "death marches” toward Germany. 



January 27, 1945 

Soviet troops enter Auschwitz. 

,4pril 1945 

U.S. troops liberate survivors at Buchenwald and Dachau concentration camps. 



.April 30. 1945 

Hitler commits suicide in his bunker in Berlin. 

May 5. 1945 

U.S. troops liberate Mauthausen concentration camp. 
.May 7. 1945 

Germany surrenders, and the war ends in Europe. 

.November 1945-October 1946 

War crimes trials held at Nuremberg, Germany 

May 14. 1948 

State of Israel is established. 



k 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 




Prepared for distribution by the United States Holocaust Meinorial Museum. 



21 



52 



Appendix C: 

Diary excerpt from the Lodz Ghetto 



13 



53 



The Unknown Brother and 
Sister of Lodz Ghetto 



POLAND ^ UNKNOWN AGE and 
U YEARS OLD 



it is likely that many more children wrote about their 
suffering at the hands of the Nazis than we will ever know. With 
little to do, and their playmates and family members taken from them, 
how better to comfort themsehes than to write about what they were 
i^oin;^ throui^h. Sadly, altlwuf^h hundreds of children may have written 
them, few diaries survived the bombings, the fires, and the Nazi pillag- 
ing and made their way into the hands of future generations. 

In honor of the children who wrote but whose work has 
been lost forever, this anthology concludes with the diaries of a brother 
and a sister whose names, like so many child diarists , will remain 
unknown. 

Orphaned by the Nazis, the children lived in the Lodz 
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Diary excerpt written by Mary Berg 
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Mary Berg (pseudonym) 



POLAND ^ 15 YEARS OLD 



Berg, a girl with American citizenship, was 
lii’ing in Poland with her parents at the heginning of the Nazi occupa- 
tion. Although she alludes to having written in a diary earlier, her 
published diary begins on her fifteenth birthday, October 10, 1939. A 
year later, she was imprisoned in the Warsaiv Ghetto despite the fact 
that her mother was not a Jew and was, in fact, an American. 

In the ghetto, Mary witnessed and wrote of such horrors 
that it is almost inconceivable that she could have kept her sanity. 
But she never stopped recording what the Nazis did to her family, 
her friends, and her neighbors. Finally, she was informed that she and 
her mother were to be exchanged for German prisoners and that they 
would be released from Nazi custody. 

Mary Berg's diary is a detailed eyewitness record of the 
atrocities committed in the Warsaiv Ghetto. As such, it is an invalu- 
able historical document. Because the Nazis had searched and looted 
every inch of the compound for three years, they didn't bother to 
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ore conslonlly being added in the wards and corridors, but 

this does not solve the problem, and the number of victims body of the boy was added to several others that had been 

is ^rovvin^ daily. picked up in adjoining streets. For some time the father 

The hospital at the corner of Leszno and Rymarska Streets gazed at the cart as it moved away. Then he disappeared 

has pul up a sign in the window of its office reading: ''No 
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Chihlrrn in I In' Holocaust anti 



World War II 



On March 15 our ship approached New York. People who 
had R.me IhrouRh years of common misfortune tegan to say 
farewell to each other. A mood of fraternal affcarhon pre- 
vailed among us. On everyone's lace there was an expression 
of restless expectation. 

I saw the skvserapers of New York, but my thoughts were 



III VVtllJClw ... 1 1 

I shall do everything 1 can to save those who can still be 
saved, and to avenge those who were so bitterly humiliated 
in their last moments. And those who were ground into ash, 
I shall always see them alive. I will tell, I will tell eweryt mg, 
about our sufferings and our struggles and the slaughter of 
our dearest, and 1 will demand punishment for the German 
murderers and their Gretchens in Berlin, Munich, and Nurem- 
berg who enjoyed the fruits of murder, and are still wearing 
the clothes and shoes of our martyrized people. 
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Jan Karski 



To be in the presence of Jan Karskiy Polish spy for the underground^ a vtajor figure in 
Claude Lanz?nann's Shoah, and professor of Eastern European political science at 
Georgetown Univei'sityy is a daunting experience. We appjvach the intervierw somewhat in 
awe of this handsome vtan^ with his regal bearing and remarkable eloquence. Our insecurity 
pivbably stems fi'ont the fact that he had asked for a list of questions before he would make 
the appomtment He ushers us solemnly hito his house with an accent akin to Bela Lugosi^s 
and sits expectantly for our questions. Our fears are unfounded. Karski is brilliant and 
severe^ but we quickly discover that he is also playfuly boyishy and charming. His students are 
fortunate to have a professor who is not only knowledgeable but profoundly concerned about 
people. Since our meetingy we have co7Tespondedy and he remains a helpfuly caring friend. 



I was born in 1914, in Lodz, Poland, the youngest of eight children. The oldest 
was eighteen years older, and all of the other children were out of the house by 
the time I was an adolescent. My parents were middle-class. My father died 
when I was a child so he did not register much in my heart or in my mind. My 
mother — like all mothers, I loved her, I obeyed her. She was very sensitive, 
extremely religious. At the age of twelve, I joined a semireligious, semisecret 
organization. My mentor was a Jesuit Father, so I fell under the influence of the 
Jesuits sixty years ago and until today nobody liberated me from the Jesuits. 

I was always a good student. In gymnasium, I became friends with a group of 
Jewish students. Jews were always strong in science and I was strong in history, 
poetry, literature. So for four years we established the closest relationship. I helped 
them and they helped me. I remember vi\idly their names and faces, what each one 
of them taught me, and what was the particular ambition of each of them. VVhat 
happened to them all I do not know. Only God knows. 

I finished g>^mnasium in 1931. My mother didn’t want me to go to military 
service, so I went to university. I was the best student in the university. Most of my 
thinking life I wanted to be a diplomat, an ambassador of Poland. My hero was the 
foreign minister of Napoleon, Talleyrand. I called him “The Divine Prince of 
Benevento.” For my thesis, I tried to reconstruct every day of his life, which, of 
course, was impossible. 

In 1935, I earned my master’s degree in law and diplomatic sciences. Then I 
went into the military for one year. In 1936, 1 began an unofficial attachment to the 
diplomatic service, and went for eight months to Geneva under the League of 
Nations. Then I went for eleven months to England to learn English, and then in 
Februar}' 1938 I went back to Warsaw to enter training for the Foreign Office, 
which I completed eleven months later, with the highest grades. In January 1939, I 
was made the secretary of the Department of Immigration and became the private 
secretary of the director of personnel in the Foreign Ministry. This was an 
important position. 

On August 23, 1939, the Nazis and Soviets agreed to a nonaggression pact. At 
the same time Poland semisecretly mobilized. On September 1, the bombs fell. For 
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rescuers 

T ,= in the armv when the Nazis invaded. I never 
me the war lasted twenty minutes. I was confiision. I was taken as a 

saw a German, I never fired shots. I f ^ „smg my brain and my 

prisoner of war to the Soviet Union, and I escapeu y 

physical agility. T found that the underground had 

When I returned and looked for my friends I fan I was familiar 

already been formed. They knew 1939 I did my first job as a 

with many other parts of die Polish goverhment-in-exile was located, 

courier from Warsaw to France, where Ae Polls g ^ ij, Budapest. I was 

I crossed all of Slovakia and ^ 

, ^hTnforTrn" -TL torture, so I tried to cut my wrists. But I 
found out it’s a very hard thing to ^ established contact with the 

The Gesu^ sen. ^^n who mganized my escspo w. 

underground, who rescued . P ,. I6zef Cyrankiewicz, the man who 

close firiends, a prominent rising star o < eighteen years. I owe my life 

was to be the Communist prime imn^s^r f ^ Pulbright Scholarship to 

to him. In 1974, when I spent six months in 

work on my book, I visited with him. g and I had never hit anyone. And 

Until that time I had never been hit y y ^ TV when a 

then when I saw the ghetto ... I cannot stan ^ 

man and woman argue. I you have to hate. People will do terrible 

degrades people. War people will be killed; throw a 

net “m'nd ;hTchirdL will be killed. This I never realized, ihar war 
^'Trc;Ud\‘’rjtugh,a„,„diwdu.ihas^^^^^^^^^^ 

and to our Lord. Everyone has a sou , a ^ j 

"TziTthto'ytl^^^^^^^^ ha"verui;t’governments. narions, societies, have no 

me to ask me to help the Jews. They f g„„rnments. 'Tell 
systematic killing of the Jews to t e 

dhurchlll and Roosevelt that we know buy Jewish 

he too late for the Jews. Tell them we need - 

lives, that the Germans can be br , Germany does not know what 

country. And we think that foe .Trillions of leaflets all over 

is happening to the JewSi We w them that if they do not pressure 

Germany, informing the population an ^hey 

their government to ^hey asked me to go into foe Warsaw 

asked me to make on their mvself I thought perhaps they were 

Ghe.ro and .he Belzec dcarh camp, .o >« ' . was no® a Irld. l< was no. a 

exaggerating, so I a^ced. ® blood that night. I saw horrible, 

part of humanity, I did not >”'“"6 ..ped of me, 

mr"» ^ntLny Eden ,n London, who said that Great 
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Britain had already done enough by accepting 100,000 refugees. In July I arrived in 
the United States. Almost every individual was sympathetic to my reports 
concerning the Jews. But when I reported to the leaders of governments they 
discarded their conscience, their personal feeling. They provided a rationale which 
seemed valid. What was the situation? The Jews were totally helpless. The war 
strategy was the military defeat of Germany and the defeat of Germany’s war 
potential for all eternity. Nothing could interfere with the military crushing of the 
Third Reich. The Jews had no countr\% no government. They were fighting but 
they had no identity. One of my parmers in the underground was Jewish. I found 
out only after the war. It was too dangerous to reveal their identity, even to fellow 
resistance workers. They had no identity. Helping Jews was no advantage to the 
Allied war strategy. The highest officials, including Lord Selborne in London, 
argued that if hard currency were exchanged for Jews, the Allies would be criticized 
after the war for subsidizing Hitler with gold and silver. They said, “Mr. Karski, this 
is impossible, we will not do it.” Roosevelt gave the underground $12 million, but 
this was for the army, for fighting, “not charity to save your children,” he said. 
MTien I hear people say “the Jews were passive,” and that “they didn’t fight” — this is 
nonsense. In many concentration camps there were uprisings, escapes, and in the 
forests they fought with Partisan groups. But they had no identity. The Jews were 
helpless. If a Jew escaped from the ghetto, where could he go? Abandoned 
absolutely by all societies, governments, church hierarchies, societal organizations. 
Only individuals might help and were helping. The help had to come from the 
powerful Allied leaders, and this help did not come. 

Meeting Roosevelt was a great occasion. I was overwhelmed with his majesty. 
He was a great personality. He was not specific on anything, but you realize, I 
couldn’t ask anything. I didn’t come to negotiate, only to report and answer 
questions. So I said, “I will return to Poland, Mr. President. What shall I tell my 
people?” He said, “You will tell them we shall win the war and the enemy will be 
punished for their crimes. Justice will prevail. Tell your nation that they have a 
friend in this house. This is what you will tell them.” 

Thirty-five or forty years after the war, I read an interview with John Pehle, 
who said that my mission had shaken the President and that he had ordered the 
creation of the American Refugee Board, which was formed only four months after I 
saw him. Pehle himself was appointed the director of the board but said, “It was too 
little, too late.” Is this true? Pehle says so, but I am skeptical. I read it and it gave me 
satisfaction, but for myself, I am skeptical. 

I know Roosevelt’s and Eden’s arguments had some logic. Goebbels had 
propagandized that the Jews had provoked the war, and they made others believe 
that. And would the French like it, would they say, “Why for the Jews?” And would 
Poland itself even like it? 

At the end of August 1943 I tried to return to Poland, but it was decided it was 
too dangerous. The Germans believed I was working for “American Bolshevik 
Jews.” So I stayed in the United States, but no longer in secret. Now I was attached 
to the Polish Embassy; I earned SSOO per month, and I wrote articles to every 
magazine of any importance — Life, The New York Times, The Jewish Fonvard, La 
Frame Libre — about what was happening to the Jews. I traveled all over the United 
States, delivering over two hundred lectures, and by the end of 1944 my book 
appeared, Stoiy of a Sea’et State. It was a Book-of-the-Month Club selection, and two 
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Jan Karski, 1 944. 



kcv Ch,|,.crs wore «l.ou, the Warsaw Ghetto and the Bclaec death c^P- Noting 

the United States on an entry visa, and five years later I be«me_a 
iti 7 cn I’met .nv wife here. I had known her hy reputation as a great modern d. 

they- didn't t„ know Human bemgs have th,s e ^teiv S 

rhirn- ve-irs 1 never mentioned to anyone that I was m tne war ru„A^ 

cnim \cai> I , T 1 - I A j *-u 1077 T rnrewed a letter from Claude 

:rjir-rKar.tirs^^ 

i; wl '' I'lvir is whv we should not let hiimanit\ forget. 

“r:‘''ur,m'w:;rk‘H:rt:dlit.f^^^ 

otl ed “ he nteehanism of the Holocaust.’ He was interested only m 'I"-'' 

The Seated people didn't hve near 

,.f^.l.•■,ted Poles lived in W^arsaw, Cracow, or London. And he insists that tne 
,s Ehe only correct 

hmior'^holh’ i. it was planned by humans, e.xecuted to the end 

'ur iinst the laws of nature and God.” c One of 

‘ ^ 1 teach courses today in the government and politics of Lastern ° 

the with the kersailles Peace irean- 

:Z:,he are shocked. They are impressed, hut they 'E 

wt'TIZliSZ w»;,l:z:hat;^^^ hZZted .o ;e jew, during 



er|c 



174 



107 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



POLAN D 



for it. And besides, it’s not my specialty. But what teachers of the Holocaust must 
remember, what must be emphasized, and many Jews do not do it enough, particularly 
those who teach the Holocaust, particularly to the children — we must be very careful. 
If the teacher is not qualified, he or she will run a risk of corrupting the young minds. 
First, that such things were possible, such horrors happened. Corrupting the minds of 
the young people will cause them to lose foith in humanity, particularly the Jewish 
children. “Everybody hated us . . . everybody was against us, so I must be only for 
myself. So I must distrust everybody. Because I am a Jewish girl or a Jewish boy.” This 
is unhealthy. We don’t want them to lose faith in humanity. 

We should also emphasize that after the war over one-half million Jews survived 
in Europe. Now, some of them don’t owe anything to anybody. They survived in the 
camps; the Nazis had no time to finish them off. There were others, they don’t owe 
anything to anybody. They survived in the mountains, in the forests, fighting, as 
Partisans. But most of them were helped, by individuals, by priests, nuns, peasants, 
some workers, some intelligentsia, whatever they were. In France, in Belgium, in 
Holland, in Poland, in Romania, in Bulgaria, in Serbia, in Greece. Now, to help a Jew 
during the war was very dangerous. In France or Belgium you might go to jail if they 
caught you, in some cases you would be punished or receive a penalty, pay some 
money. But in Eastern Europe, particularly Poland, instantaneous death! Execution! 
Sometimes if the family was involved, the entire family shot! There were a few cases, 
not many, but a few cases where the Gestapo found out that the peasants in the village 
knew that there was some Jewish family in hiding, they burned the village, the entire 
village! And still there were people who were helping the Jews! 

So children must understand this: do not lose faith in humanity. This is the 
message to Jewish children. For non-Jews they should understand, “Yesterday Jews, 
tomorrow maybe Catholics, yellows, or blacks.” And secondly, they should know 
what obedience to our second commandment, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” can 
do. It can save people in such circumstances as this. Lanzmann himself was hidden 
I)v a French peasant family for several years. 

I worked on my^ last book for fifteen years. Now I want to retire, and every year 
I go to the provost and cvery^ year he says, “God made you a teacher and a teacher 
y ou will stay.” So I remain a teacher. At the age of seventy-four. Everyone wants 
some social recognition, so if competent people tell me, “You are a good teacher, we 
want you here,” then it’s easier. Si.v times in secret ballot the seniors have voted me 
the single teacher who made the most impact on their lives. And so I teach. And I 
have another pressure, my wife. She told my dean, “Listen, if I have my husband at 
home every day, be prepared after a few months I will go mad. Keep him at school!” 

So I have become known because of my work during the war. Here is my pride 
and joy, my medal from Yad \"ashem. I was invited to Israel and spent three weeks 
there, I gave lectures, and 1 learned that the Israeli people quarrel more than even 
the Poles. Evcry'bodv criticizes evcry'body. Only when there is an emergency do they 
come together. And then, after Shonh^ a British company came to interview me and 
made a forty-six- minute videotape called Messenga fro?;/ Polniid about my wartime 
work. Ail of this was not planned. Always people pushed me around. This is what 
my life consists of 

Aly life during the war was running everywhere, from this leader to that. My life 
since the war is hard work. 1 work all the time. I have enough of it. I am tired. I am 
tired. 
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Gustav Mikulai 



Gu^ Mtkulat surprises us the first time we arrive at his apartment in Bonn. He takes one 
look at our tramlator and announces he will not speak to her. ‘‘You ‘re German, ” he tells her 
m ajudeophtle, and you cannot understand anything, and, because you're not Jewish you 
must e an anti-Semite. ” We apologize to the translator, who assures us that because she is 
not an anti-Semite, his accusations were not wounding. Mikulai tells iJto return that 
evenings when he will provide his own translator. 

We arrive to meet Miriam, a beautiful sixteen-year-old girl, one of his violin students, 
fcmise, she is Jewish. He is a different man, relaxed, charming, and fully cooperative 
Afier the intewiew he pours us sherry, all the while beaming at hisprot^ee. 



M y whole life I have had three passions: music, women, and Jews. The 
Jews were capable and everyone was envious; I understood that from the 

couldn’t be anti-Semitic, first because I thought it would be 

immoral, and second because I thought well enough of myself that I didn’t need to 
be envious or them. 

I was born in 1905 in Budapest. My father was a stage technician at the theater. 
He wasn t mtdiectual but he was clever and politically left, a Social Democrat. My 
parents were Catholics, but not devout. We had many Jewish neighbors who were 
h-iends of ours and we really didn’t see any differences. 

By the time I was ten years old, I knew I would be a violinist. It was my father’s 
1 ea because he saw that the musicians were better paid than others in the theater. 
My mother taught me piano for about eight years. Just after World War I, I started 
thinking about politics. There was a sort of offensive against the right wing at that 
time, and I could see poverty and injustice all around me. I was going through a 

perio o genera insecurity and curiosity. Friends influenced me to become a Social 

Democrat. So I learned about A^^arxism. 

At ^xteen I entered a private music school where one-third of my class was 
J wis ^There were quite a few Jewish professors at this school because they weren’t 

IhZtVTfu' the university. The Jews appeared more intelligent and talented 
than the rest of the students, and everyone was envious. 

• I twenty-five, I had been in love with about twenty-five Jewish 

^rls. In 1930 I got my music diploma and married a Jewish woman, Clara 
Hirschman. She was a pianist, and very poor. I founded an orchestra of fourteen 

women musicians, and all but three were Jewish. An all-female orchestra was a great 
novelty at that time. ® 

Hungaiy wasn’t occupied until March 1944, but the minute the Nazis invaded, I 
hid my in-laws and my wife. I had money and I knew the city very well, so it wasn’t 
icult. I had false identity cards made for them and for myself because I had 
c anged my name to avoid being arrested. I was in danger not because I was 
particularly important but because there were so many posters all over town with my 
name and p.cmre on them, advertising the orchestra, and I was known to be a Social 
Democrat. I think I lived in nventy-four hideouts altogether 
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Ml my friends knew that if they needed help for a Jew, I was the one to do it 

my friend Donny and I were busy hiding all the Jews we could. The Germans nut 

of tile7h'"^° T'" I 'talked up and down the streets 

of the ghetto, knocking on doors and handing out frlse papers^ the Jews andSX^ 

anyone wL"ms'“ ^ Holocaust that I coufd kid 

anyone uho uas^susp.cous to me. It was a terrible time for humanity. 

Even though I was in many life-threatening situations, I was never afraid I was 

frankly sort of drunk with my rebellion against the horrible injustice o he L ws 
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We met my brother at a pub as we had planned, and he took them to his house. The 
next day I went to my mother’s house and she told me that during the night the 
Gestapo had come and taken the family as well as my brother. The taxi driver who 
had taken my brother and the others just happened to be from the same village as 
the family, and he denounced them. The Hungarian Fascist party, the Arrow Cross, 
was very strong in Hungary and had many supporters. 

It happened that my father knew about Raoul Wallenberg, and he sent a note to 
him to ask for help for this family and my brother. I never met Wallenberg, but he 
was able to get them all released. Today they live in Zurich, and the little girl is now 
married to a professor of medicine, and they have two daughters and live iii Canada. 
The parents also had another child after the war, and they also have two children. 
So, even though 600,000 Jews were killed in Hungary, I helped preserve a small part 
of them. I think in all I was able to save at least fifty people, and maybe eighty or a 
hundred. I’m happy about the times I was able to rescue children who, now married 
and with children of tfteir own, would not have had such a life without my help. It 
isn’t just a matter of 6 million who were murdered. It’s the children and 
grandchildren they would have had. All of these lives have been prevented. 

After the war I was able to get out of Hungary because I was a good 
Communist. I formed another all-women’s orchestra, and since the best place for an 
orchestra leader was Germany, I came here. At first I thought it was a mistake 
because of their history, but I’ve met some great people here. 

I am abnormal in three respects: I’m never afraid, I don’t really know what age 
means, and I don’t care if a woman is sixteen or sixty — I like them all. 
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Alex and Mela Roslan 



Living in Warsaw^ Alex and Mela Roslan were the parents of two young children when 
the ghetto was cf’eated. JVe interviewed them on the patio outside their comfoi'table garden 
apaitnient in Clearwater^ Florida. The sunshine and emerald lawn do hot soften Alexis 
emotional^ dramatic story of how he and Mela took the three wealthy Gutgelt bfvtherSy 
ranging in age fivm three to eighty into their small Warsaw apafrment and kept them 
hidden for four years. The story is not entirely a happy one; the Rdslans^ son dies in the 
Warsaw uprising and the middle Gutgelt boy dies of scarlet fever. Although Mela was' full 
paf’t7ier with Alex in the rescuey she says littUy listening to his eveiy detaily speaking only 
when he cannot remember something. After two hours he makes us sandwicheSy shows us 
photographsy and continues to share with us what seems to be the most important time of 
his life. 
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T oday sometimes I don’t sleep. I think about how it was and why it happened 
like that. My story was not possible. My friends said it wasn’t possible. 
“There’s not enough food for your own children and certainly not enough 
for three boys, too.” But I thought the war would be finished in two or three 
months. I wasn’t a religious fanatic but I believed all the time that somebody 
watched over me. 

Mela and I were both born in a small village tw'elve kilometers from Bialystok, 
in Poland. Mela was born in 1907, and I was born tw'o years later, in a house just two 
blocks from hers. There were maybe 100 people in the village, but Bialystok had 
about 200,000 people. Mela’s father was a shoemaker in Bialystok, and he made a 
study of Jewish people. He spoke Yiddish like he was a Jew. 

My grandmother was very religious, but not my grandfather. My father went to 
the army when I was six years old and never came back, but he had taught me to 
fight for what I thought was right, and that those w'ho follow like sheep are led to 
the slaughter. My mother was thirty-six years old then, and she married a man 
t\vent\ -four years old. He married her because she had a good farm, but he was not 
a farmer. I was twelve years old and they thought I was a troublemaker because I was 
always angry that he was letting our farm run down. So they sent me away to 
Bialystok to become a shoemaker, but I left there and didn’t come home. I went to 
another village and got a job, and three years later I went back home. But I still 
argued with my mother that her husband isn’t a good farmer, so I sold my part of 
the farm and left for good. I cried when I had to leave home. [Alex cries here, 
remembering the pain of leaving his mother.] 

Mela and I were married in 1928, and we moved to Bialystok. Our son, Yurek, 
was born in 1931, and our daughter, Mary, in 1934. I was working as a textile 
merchant and I made a lot of money. Most of my customers were Jews, but 
overnight, when they put the Jews in the ghetto, 1 lost everything. I wanted to know' 
what had happened to my friends and customers because 1 heard terrible stories. I 
got a Jewish Friend to bring me into the ghetto through a tunnel. It was dangerous 
for a non-Jew to be inside the ghetto so I wore a Jewish star. I saw so many children. 
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Aunt Jonke with Jacob, David, 
and Shalom Gutgelt, in the ghetto, 
1942. 
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huniirv and starving. They were so skinny. The parents had been taken to farm , 
hntle knew what that meant. The children came around arid begged for a penny 
buy some bread. My Jewish friend stopped me. He said .t wj dn t make any 
difference, tha, they would die anyway. I came home and told Mela we had to do 

something. We decided to go to Warsaw. , , i t 

You know, I think I cry a lot. I cried when I had to leave my mother s ouse; 

cried when I went into the ghetto and the little children clamored ^f^er me 
kissed my coat and cried for help. I’m very sensitive to the poor. My grandmother 

got'a nice one-room apartment in Warsaw, and one day I met my friend 
Stanley, Lm the next village from mine. Stanley told me he had 
the Gutgelt family before the war; he was the chauffeur for the 
they were wonderful people, and very rich, but now they are m the ghetto. He told 
me that the grandfather had taken the three sons and the son-m-l^v, and almost all 
the money, and they had left M^arsaw, hoping to get to Palestine. They believed the 
Germans were only interested in killing men, and thought they would leave the 
women and children alone. So in the ghetto were the 

Janke and Devora, and three children, Jacob, Sholom, and D^d. The boys mother 
had died when David was born. I told Stanley he should help them, that he should 
take the children, but he says it’s too hard. I say maybe they can come to my house I 
have two children, no one will notice one more. Stanley made a connection w th 
Janke and told her that he was considering taking the children but before anyth g 
could happen, Stanley had to go one day to the next town to buy some tobacco to- 
sell. He asked me to go with him, but something told me not to go. The next day 

found out that Stanley and iill the people he was with were killed 

eouple of days later a man dressed like a German c.v.han knoeked on my 
door. He was looking for Stanley, and 1 told hint what had happened. 

“Oh, now everything is finished." I asked hi.n what he meant, and he a.d. Do you 
knovijanker" This man was Dr. Kowalski, the hrother-ln-law «l 
His real name was Avraham Galer, but Kowalski was the name on h.s hike LD. I told 
him I knew Stanley was making plans, and he asks me if I will take one b y. 

I me't with Janke at my house. She explained that she doesn’t have any money 
and that she would like to give me .some of the family’s Ilf 

her “This is still war. If after the war you can pay me, maybe, ^ 

'Smv do 1 Lw I can trust you^ 1 don’t know you.” I say, “Trust me.” She cries and 
kisses me. I want to take her and the rest of the family, but they want to stay m the 
ghetto until after Passover. So nvo da\ s later I meet her and take Jacob. 

Jacob told Janke goodbye and right away I told him, Jacob, from n w y ^ 
not Jacob anymore. You look just like my brother’s son. Your name is now 
will mukc you two promises righ. now. No mn.ier how bad 
through it. And you will remain Jewish. I don t know how co p 

Jacob was about nine or ten years old, and so smart and clever. I 
ro smy in his room and not look out the windmw We had to e - ful that 
neighbors shouldn’t see him. Our children liked him so much. ^ ‘ J j^jidren 
ev4thing fairly between all four children. I tried to make 
didn’t understand they were strange because Janke had told me. Try to ma 
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Jacob doesn’t know he’s differenr , i 

in. Bnc^bo:" - ^^i-ny - b-n,d fi„ 

seen Jacob. They looked everywhere bnr rh ^ 'neighbor thought she had , 

same SS man came again, hut that tirne mv b^^ b " ^hat 

this man. Jacob was hiding under the sink ''isiting and he khe 

They drank and they ate L mSr and m ’ T T ^^-ng the Na.i whiskey. ' 

would never hide a few, so we escaped that r ™'"^r’'‘!^'^ convinced him his sister ” 
another apartment. ^ ^ *^^w f had to go looking for ’ 

ne,gl,Who„d. I p„,J,e„b inside the 
A couple of days later Dr. Kowalski came to"’ Germans, 

to bring you another boy. He’s in a place n u'"" ^ 

down all the time. He’s so skinny and sickly ^ ^ 

for one, it’s foeTamI1fCfh?^t"t!I^"^So^^ ^ 

Orhh, He „s so hnngtv, but so^Lf , “ 

my \hry and Vnrek, and Jacob got searlet fever^ The”do r“' ° J ” 
v^as in the hospital and he ^ave \lela half hi A' • bad. Yurek 

Sholom got sick, and he wal too.lt M Then 

was too sick. Dr. Kowalski came every dav'h r"t’ Sholom 

One night in the middle of the ni-hU weiit r" 1 1 *' ^^y*' 

He says, “I would feel better if you would hold" 
my arms. V\^e buried him in the basement sittinT' h 

was the wa>' to bun' a Jew'. ’ ^ someone told me that 

Imew a doctor wL hatttlndtotd d "" Mother-in-law 

^loU's. This wasn’t so much money but if v " ^ 

decided to go out and sell our nice big apartme ^ 

Somebody watched over me. I got 60 000 zTol T ^ ''• 

apartment she cried and cried She said “O ’ ^ ^ 

don’t even have an apartment.” ’ "‘" die, and now w'e 

I said, “Mela, don’t worry, I 
bought a one-room apartment 
and I’ll make more money so we 
can get a bigger one' soon. 

Don’t worry.” 

The ne.xt day I bandaged 
Jacob’s head and took him to 
the hospital on a horse. His 
operation was a success, and 
everyone cried. Then David 
came to us. He was about four 
or five, and so cute, so cute. He 

had been at my l)rotlier-in-law’s Jacob in 1940 

hut it didn’t work out, so we 
took him. 
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Dovtd and Jacob with Alex Roslan, 
1945- 




and Mela had made far them, 
with their father, just after the 
boys' arrival in Israel, 1947. 
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I had to keep doing eventhing I could think of to make money. I did a lot of 
tricks, but Mela, she had her tricks, too. MTien we moved she knew the Gestapo was 
looking for me so she .took all my clothes to a friend’s house so she could say I was 
gone for good. I was arrested near the end of the war, and Mela came every day to a 
different gate with money for me to use to buy my way out. We never would have 
sumved without Mela. I was in jail for six weeks and Mela took care of everything, 
of the children and of getting me out. Until that time I was worried because she was 
always weak. But from that time when she had to do it on her own, she was strong. I 
know I couldn’t have done it by myself. 

Then came the Warsaw Uprising, when every'one thought the Soviet troops 
were just outside the city and about to liberate us. Our son, Yurek, was killed on the 
street by a Nazi sniper. He told Jacob that he was helping the Partisans, but he 
never told us that. It was a terrible time. 

As I said, I thought the war would be finished in two or three months. We got 
the underground paper and it seemed good. But ‘43, *44, beginning of ‘45 w ere very 
tough years. You know it was terrible that the boys’ aunts and grandmother 
wouldn’t come with us, too. Three weeks after we took Jacob, the ghetto w^as 
liquidated and they went to Auschwitz. 

So after the war we w'ent to Berlin looking for Jacob and Da\ad’s father. We 
found out they made it to Palestine, so we all wanted to go. But the British w'ouldn’t 
let us go, only the boys. It w as so hard to say goodbye to them. They had been with 
us for four and a half years, and nvo and a half of these had been so hard. So, in 
1947, 1 had fine suits made for them, and they left. 

Mela and I and our daughter, Mary, came to the United States. We wrote 
letters, so many letters, to David and Jacob, but w'c didn’t get answers. I couldn t 
believe it! I said, “They were like our own sons, and they forget us!” But I think 
their father threw all our letters aw ay. Then one day in about 1963, we were li\ing 
in Queens and got a phone call irom someone in Forest Hills, tVew’ York. He asked 
me, “Du you have a relative in Israel?” I was so excited I said, “Yes, Gutgelt, but 



1 1 9 BEST COPY AVAILABLE 




POLAND 



a 

0 



Q 



L., 



LJ 



0 



ri 



they changed their names to Gilat.” He said, “Maybe we'll see you tomorrow.” And 
the next day, Jacob came. He was in California, studying for his Ph.D. at Berkeley. 
We talked and talked; he remembers everything. 

He told us some old secrets: “You know. Uncle, when I went to you. Grandma’ 
said, ‘Don’t become a goy. Die with us together, because you will eat pork with the 
goys and die. Do not speak like the goy; they’re different. Don’t ay to speak perfect.’” 
You know, the Jews spoke Polish with a Yiddish accent. “But then my Aunt Janke said, 
‘Jacob, don’t listen to Grandma. She’s old-fashioned.’ And that was that.” 

A few years later David came to study for his doctorate, arid we saw him. At first 
I didn’t recognize him. I hadn’t seen him in so long, and he had a beard. But then he 
threw his arms around me. That was in 1980. David is a mathematician and Jacob is 
a nuclear scientist. We didn’t all get together again until 1981. Jacob and David 
asked us to come to Israel for Passover, and to get our medal from Yad Vashem, and 
plant a tree there. I was so happy that I had been able to keep my promise to Jacob. 

It was a wonderful reunion. We all had Passover together, even the boys’ father. 
We were there for twenty-one days. David took us to the north and Jacob took us to 
the south. I know Israel better than Poland. Israel is like a magnet. I like Israel ten 
times better than the United States. 

You know, Rabbi Schulweis has been wonderful to me. People like him in the 
world maybe you can count on one hand. He in\dted us to California, he sent us a 
ticket to go to Israel, he got us S2,000 from Buffalo, and now we get $250 every 
month from the foundation in New York. 

The man who owns this building where we live gives us our apartment for less 
ent. So I told my wife — this is no joke — “Schulw'eis is like mother and this man is 
like father. I have two support people.” I play the lottery^ and if I win I will split it 
w ith Schulweis. Sometimes he calls me and I cry when I hear his voice on the phone. 

WTien I look back on those times I think that maybe there w^ere so many anti- 
Semites in Poland because there were so manyjew^s who did well in business and the 
Poles w^ere jealous. In this country, if something happens, nobody helps you. In my 
building every’body has a car, but many people are very old and can’t drive anymore, 
but no one gives them a ride to go shopping. I never go shopping without taking 
someone w ith me. 

The best years of my life were when I first came to Warsaw and became 
successful in business. And then I w^as so happy when I brought Jacob home. No one 
w'as paying me, but I felt I was doing something great. I thought. If I survive this^ Pve 
done something gi'eat. 




Alex during the interview/ 1988. 
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